INVEST IN PRODUCTIVE ACTIVITIES
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Walking around the streets of our townships any working day one is stoked by the multitudes of healthy bodies that are idle, obviously jobless. Official statistics and surveys also attest to the undesirable high levels of unemployment in our country, especially among the youth and females.
In the rural areas it is the amount of fallow land that catches your attention, whilst people seek scarce employment elsewhere.
The late Steve Tshwete once told me of his dismay as he camped for a week in the rural areas of the Eastern Cape campaigning in one of the past elections, where almost every adult he met in meetings or in their homes clamored for a job. Yet all around the homestead and elsewhere, unused land lay unutilized. Only one old man suggested in one of the mass meetings that government consider providing people with tractors so that they may work the fields.

Tshwete and I then talked about the observed phenomenon where our people in the hinterland of small towns often visit their nearest supermarkets to buy chicken skins, necks, heads, gillards and feet, when they can in fact have a whole chicken reared at their houses.
In its Twelve-Point Programme, AZAPO proposes that the state invests resources to assist as many people as possible to engage in productive activities.

This Twelve-Point Programme accepts that not enough has been done, if anything   at all, to support the economic initiatives of our people out there.
And in this climate of rising food prices, electricity tariffs and fuel prices, the survival of our citizens would be enhanced by our engagement in productive economic pursuits, especially the growing of food.

For the rural areas, for instance, where nearly fifty percent of our population stays, the AZAPO Twelve-Point Programme proposes that:

· agriculture extension officers be deployed in large numbers to advise people on their soil types, suitable crops to be grown, appropriate fertilizers and remedies against plant diseases.
· draft power in the form of tractors be stationed at municipalities or the traditional ruler’s place to help families plough their lands

· local authorities should be mandated to provide marketing infrastructure for agriculture products, and

· Road networks in the rural areas be improved to facilitate the movement of both people and goods.

In urban areas the Twelve-Point Programme envisages a food garden in our yards and wherever else is appropriate.

It further proposes that those with desire and the necessary skills be assisted with tools and workshops to enable them to engage in their trades. Others may have simple technologies transferred to them so that they may produce goods for sale.

Poverty is a scourge that needs to be fought with all the imaginations, resources and determination at our disposal.

Fortunately, our country can afford to invest some money in this and the vast majority of our people value the dignity that comes with the means to support their families through work.

Taken together with other measures proposed in the AZAPO Twelve-Point Programme, this suggestion could go a long way towards creating a healthier country.
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